
The Polar Data Catalogue
Julie Friddell

Canadian Cryospheric Information Network
University of Waterloo, Ontario

 www.polardata.ca 

BREA Results Forum
Inuvik, NT

20 February 2013

http://www.polardata.ca
http://www.polardata.ca


History

✴  Canadian Cryospheric Information Network

✴  Begun in mid-1990’s as a partnership between Ellsworth 
LeDrew/University of  Waterloo, Canadian Space Agency, 
Meteorological Service of  Canada/Environment Canada, 
Natural Resources Canada, Noetix Research, others

✴  To provide data management and access for the 
Canadian cryospheric community, in particular, the NASA 
EOS CRYSYS (Cryosphere System in Canada) program

✴  Hosted 100’s of  data sets, and satellite imagery



✴  Data archive and public access portal for polar research 
data and information, primarily northern Canada 

✴  Launched 2007

✴  Metadata at first, now adding data

✴  From projects on natural environment, social sciences, 
health, policy, etc.

✴  Data and metadata from ArcticNet, Canadian International 
Polar Year (IPY), Circumpolar Biodiversity Monitoring 
Program, Environment Canada, Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami, 
Northern Contaminants Program, others

✴  PDC has been chosen as the data repository for BREA!
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✴  BREA metadata (project descriptions, contact information)
✴ Sonar and acoustic data
✴ Ice thickness and motion
✴ Ocean currents
✴ Water properties
✴ Sea ice modelling
✴ Isotopes in food webs (fish and invertebrates)
✴ Fish habitat

✴  BREA data:  Sea Ice Thickness in Southern Beaufort Sea

✴ I am here to help researchers prepare and submit their 
metadata and data!

BREA in PDC



Sharing Data

PDC/CCIN

Scholars Portal/U. of Toronto

Inuit Qaujisarvingat

Norwegian Meteorological Institute

Circumpolar Biodiversity Monitoring Program

US National 
Snow and Ice 
Data Center

Yukon Research Centre

map credit: http://www.6188.com/
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PDC Data/Metadata Input
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CCIN Outreach Website



Information on Snow & Ice



Snow data visualizations 



Snow and Lake Ice map tools



Historical Lake Ice data tool



“Ask an Expert”



Photos and Videos



Website Usage

✴ www.polardata.ca (PDC Search tool, PDCLite, PDC 
Data/Metadata Input) and www.ccin.ca (CCIN website)

✴ 2012 monthly averages:

✴  2,382 visits

✴  1,623 unique visitors

✴  7,547 pageviews

✴ Most visitors from Canada, but also US, Norway, UK, 
Germany, Iceland, Russia, Australia,...

http://www.polardata.ca
http://www.polardata.ca
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Our Partners and Sponsors



Our People

Ellsworth LeDrew, CCIN/PDC Director

Julie Friddell, CCIN/PDC Manager

David Friddell, Systems Administrator

Kumari Gurusamy, Web Developer

Frank Lauritzen, Database Administrator

Freddy Paya, Graduate Web Developer



Thank you!

Please visit us!

polardata.ca and ccin.ca
Photo by Luke Copland
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What do YOU think?

Please come 
see me today!


